
and out-of—the-way printed references to Richard’s whereabouts, please let me
know.

There  are some years, and not just in his childhood, when  I  cannot find
him at  all.  One is  1474, when he may well have attended the session of
Parliament, but this cannot be proved; nor can his whereabouts any single day
that  year.  1479  is  another  blank year. Was he  just  quietly going round northern
castles  doing the paperwork of administration? If so, has any of  that
paperwork survived to pinpoint  him?

Lesley Wynne-Davies,\47  Wyndcliff Road, London SE7 7LP.

Book Reviews

THE  OXFORD BOOK  OF  LATE MEDIEVAL VERSE  AND  PROSE.
Douglas Gray (editor). 1985. Clarendon Press, Oxford, £15.

The late middle ages was long overdue for its own  Oxford  Book  . . . and the
present  volume  is  a  welcome addition to the available anthologies of Medieval
literature. The period, defined by Professor Gray to exclude Chaucer at one end
and the Reformation at the other, must  be the  anthologist's  dream. There is no
single big name to unbalance the selection, but plenty of  good  writing. The
relative unfamiliarity of the period  means that  for  most  readers  there  are still
discoveries to be  made, and an  anthology does  not have to fill with old
favourites.  Gray, in  fact, has deliberately pursued  a  policy of under-representing
the better-known  authors  (Malory has  a  modest  eight pages) to leave room for
others.  The  book’s  great  strength  is the amount of unexpected material which it
manages  to include: not only the work of_lesser-known  authors, but types of
writing which are not usually considered appropriate for a ‘literary' anthology.
Many of the latter are  grouped  in miscellany sections, including the splendidly
evocative first section:  ‘The  Mutability of Worldly Changes  —  and Many More
Diversities of Many Wonderful  Things’.  Here and elsewhere are to be  found
extracts from chronicles, prognostications, letters, recipes, gardening tips (when
the  ground  sings underfoot it is too wet to sow), riddles, and even  extracts  from
an English/French phrase book.

This wide selection provides ammunition for an  attack  on the old
assumption  that  after the death of Chaucer English writing went into a decline
until the Renaissance came along. The  editor’s View,  pursued with much vigour
in the brief introductions to  each  section, is  that  late-Medieval literature is not
only inherently worthwhile, but that it laid the  foundations  for the more famous
achievements of the following century.  A good  example is provided by the
liturgical material printed here which makes it clear  that,  in  Gray’s words, ‘thc
splendid prose of The  Book  of Common  Prayer  did not spring up suddenly ex
nihilo‘.  Of course, anthologies  show  us literature through rose-tinted spectacles,
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and Gray is frank  about  the tedium of  some  congemporary writing, but the
contents  of  this volume  vindicate his claim  that  this' IS  a  period of extraordinary
interest. The range of material  also  offers an evocative picture of the period as  a
whole, and one which challenges  some  familiar stereotypes. It includes violence,
piety and bawdy, which are all perhaps predictable, but also  extracts  from  a
treatise on angling, in which the fisherman consoles himself for an unsuccessful
day with the reflection  that  ‘at the leste, he schall  have-hys  holsom walke’.
Anyone  interested in the period, .as well as its literature, will find things of
interestland enjoyment here. ‘ .  _

. . ROSEMARY  HORROX

YEAR  OF THE  KING, AN  ACTOR’S DIARY  AND  SKETCHBOOK.
Antony Sher.  I985.  Chatto  and  Windus, £10.95. .

Nowhere is the gap between history and literature greater than in the realm
of drama. If, as was recently said, the events of Richard’s usurpation
‘provided Shakespeare .with ready material for an immortal  drama, .for  the
historian  their interpretation is beset by acute problems’ (C. D.  Ross,
Richard [11,  London. 1981, p.63). The distinction, happily, is not  lost  on
Antony Sher, merely irrelevant. The production designer, Bill Dudley, may
fairly be judged by his designs but his choice of  . ‘two  accounts_of the real
Richard  III’ —  Stevenson’s  Black  Arrow  and  Tey’s  Daughter  of Time‘—
can hardly do more  than  raise  a  weary smile from the serious historian. For
all Shcr’s admiration for Dudley as  ‘extremely well read’, his judgement of
Tey, ‘an interesting read, but useless for my purposes’ might  be  that  of
anyone seeking a  sound and balanced view of Richard. Sher  does  not tell us
whether he ever progressed to  Stevenson’s  splendid yarn.

Year  of the  King is dominated by three  themes  — the abiding concern
with Richard’s  evil; the search for new dramatic approaches and
paraphernalia; and  Sher’s  own  ghost  (a veritable match for Richard lll’s
haul 1n Act V), Laurence Olivier.

Mr.  Sher’s  account of the views of himself and his colleagues on the
character of Richard reminds us once again of the problem confronting an
historian of  that  period in the face of the Bard. It  would  seem indeed  that
the Duke of Marlborough, with his declaration of Shakespeare, ‘the  only
English history I  ever read’, would be in good company even  today.  One
powerful production of  Richard  [I] us  enough  to undo all the  mighty efforts
of  many to re-educate the general reader on  ‘the  lump of foul deformity’.
No amount of typographical error  (The Tragedy of Kind Richard  III (p.  30))
will compensate for  Sher’s  endless  searching after signs and symbols of evil
and deformity for his portrayal, not  least  in his visits to spastic work
centres, disabled games  groups  and hospitals, seeking scoliotics,  kyphotics
and polio victims. Indeed, if the reader, for  some  curious reason needs a
reminder of twentieth century representatives of evil living and  dying he will

,  find  them  all in  this  volume  —  Hitler, Goebbels, Nielsen, The Kray
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brothers, the Yorkshire  Ripper.’ Bilt what  matter? It would be  a  brave
director and  a  braver actor who would stand by a  man forced to declare in

’his  opening speech  that he was ‘deformed, unfinished, sent  before  my time
into  this  breathing world scarce_ half  made up’, but  without  any visible  trace
of abnormality.

The  hunt  for something new, s-ome  gimmick not previously used, is  a
_dangerous  pursuit.  It is also, evidently, obsessive. Sher's  book  is peppered
with remarks of the  ‘so-and-so  has already done it’ 'variety, though  director,
Bill Alexander, perhaps  desperate  for a  sense  of proportion, was moved to
remark: ‘we can hardly be  accused  of plagiarism giving Richard III  a  hump'.
In Antony Sher, Richard  III assuredly reached its ultimate in theatrical
excess  -— crutches. Actor/ director Richard Wilson  tackled  the issue head-on,
‘Would  he be able to go into  battle  on  crutches?’ His accusation of  Sher’s
acting with ‘tricksy swagger’ is understandable, but in spite of the latters
own  doubts  (‘depressing to see how much dashing around battlefields
Richard has to do; unlikely on  crutches’), the idea stuck. The great value of
the crutches was to save Mr. Sher from injury and to judge by the  catalogue
of mjuries which he sustained, one may reasonably wonder if he would ever
have  reached the first night without  them.  What, one  asks, will the  RSC’s
next  Richard do?

Olivier’s  ghost  makes its first entry on page twenty-eight and the
.  nagging question, ‘has Olivier  done  the part definitively? 1s never silenced

nor laid to rest. In his  way, Sher has preserved, scattered through his diary,
a  caricature of the Master and his masterpiece, with  some  entertaining tales
from the  acting world, such as Michael Gambon’s wonderful  account  of
being auditioned by Olivier and choosing Richard III for his party piece.
Sher’s insuperable problem, of  course, was that while great performances by
Irving,- Kean and  Bun-bag: are mere memories, Olivier’s Richard is not,
thanks-to celluloid, beyond  total  recall. '

For the reader in search' of autobiography, biography and  a  private
and personal view of the  RSC, Antony Sher’s  book  will be no
disappointment. Earthy it may be in places, but  that  is part and parcel of
'theatrc  in the modern age and  there  is no denying the  excitement  of the
story which Mr. Sher has to tell. If anyone  thought  that  the greatest theatre
company in the world was  a  model of all  that  is organised, tidy and serious,
let  them  read of the hump that  was too small  a  fortnight before opening
night; the set unfinished  eight  days before; large  cuts  made after the second
preview; and ‘corpsing’ (definition on  p.45) during the third preview.

We are 'left in no  doubt  as to the immense problems posed by Richard
III for the leading actor. It begins with arguably the  most  famous  speech'
ever penned by a  playwright; demands  that  hugely difficult combination of
comedy, evil and tragedy; and demands it of one man for virtually the
entire performance  without  significant respite. However, if the reader
believes that  ‘there  is more pleasure in one broken-backed Richard than in
ten per‘fect  Hamlets‘ (Terry Hands), then he must read  this  account of  ‘how
it can be done.
' ' ROWENA E. ARCHER
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Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list consists of  recent books  and articles, mainly published in
the last twelve  months, although  earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an item  does  not preclude its subsequent review.  Items
marked by an asterisk are in the Society's Library.

BOOKS

John  Gillingham and J. C.  Holt  (editors), War and  Government  in the  Middle
Ages.  Essays  in  Honour  of J. 0.  Prestwich.  198 pages. Boydell  Press,
Woodbridge, 1984.

Contents  include:  M. H. Keen, The Jurisdiction and Origins of the  Constable‘s
Court, and J. M. W.  Bean, The Financial  Position  of Richard,  Duke  of  York.

Douglas  Gray (editor), The  Oxford Book  of Late Medieval Verse  and
Prose.  650  pages. 1985. Clarendon  Press, Oxford, £15.

Anthology covering the  period from  the  death  of  Chaucer  to the  beginning of
Henry VIII's  reign.  Poetry, narratives, letters, recipes, technical texts. Commentary
and  glossary.

Derek  Keene, Cheapside  before  the  Great  Fire.  26 pages. Illustrated. Economic
and Social Research Council, London. 1985. £2.

Brief but  excellent  coverage of  landownership,  environment,  trade  and  society in the
central  area  of the  City of  London  from  1066  to 1666.  Describes historical  sources and
methods.  Maps, diagrams  and photographs.

Jonathan Nicholls, The  Matter  of Courtesy.  Medieval  Courtesy Books  and the
Gawain-Poet.  241 pages. 1985. D. S. Brewer, Boydell  and Brewer, Woodbridge.

Important general attempt  to  show  the  scope  and  valuable  role  of medieval courtesy
books  (usually ignored  by scholars).  Their principles were taught  and  practised  in  courts
and  schools and their  numbers  and  variety show  the  high esteem  in  which  correct  social
behaviour  was held. The  author  also uses  these books  to  present a  new perspective on the
work  of the  Gawain-Poet.

F. A.  Roach, Cultivated Fruits  of Britain.  Their  origin  and  History.  349
pages. 1985. Illustrated.  Basil  Blackwell, Oxford, £22.50.

General  sections  on  development  and  cultivation  of  soft fruits through  the
centuries, with  separate  chapters  on  individual  fruits. Bibliography.  Well illustrated.

ARTICLES

Peter  J. Foss, The  Battle  of Bosworth. Where  was it  fought?  Written for
Dadlington  Church on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the  Battle
of  Bosworth,  22 August 1985. 11 pages.

The  author suggests a site  for the  battle  nearer  Dadlington.‘
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G. A. Lester, The fifteenth-century English heralds and their  fees:  a  case  of
forgery?  Journal  of the  Society of Archivists,  volume 7, number 8, October
1985, pages 526-9.

A  sidelight  on the  invaluable copying activity of medieval heralds.

London  Topographical Record, Volume  25, edited by A. L. Saunders,
Publication No. 132 of the London Topographical  Society (3 Meadway Gate,
London  NW11  7LA).  1985.

This issue includes the  following articles: Vanessa  Harding, ‘Reconstructing London
before  the Great  Fire'; Rosemary Weinstein, ‘Medieval  Houses  in St.  Giles, Cripplegate,
and St.  Botolph, Bishopsgate'; Martha Carlin, ‘The  Reconstruction  of  Winchester
House, Southwark’; Geoffrey Parnell, ‘Five  Seventeenth-Century Plans of the  Tower  of
London“,  Sir  Robert  Somerville, ‘St.  Paul’s Cathedral  Repairs: the  propaganda  of  Henry
Farley’, which  includes a  note  on Paul's Cross sermons and  sermon-houses.

Emma  Mason, Legends of the Beauchamps' ancestors: the use of baronial
propaganda in medieval England, Journal  of Medieval  History,  volume 10,
1984, pages  25-40.

The  culmination  of  these  legends was the compilation of the  Roll  of  John  Rous
in  1483  to  glorify the  family of the new  Queen.  Detailed  examination  of the  origins
of  Rous’s sources  and how he treated his material. No  attempt  to link the  Roll  with
the  Beauchamp Pageant,  the  other  manuscript written  to praise the  Queen's
Beauchamp ancestors at  this  date.‘

Medieval English Theatre,  volume 7, number 1, 1985.
Includes  articles:  Richard Rastall, ‘Female  roles in  all-male casts’, Martin

William  Walsh, ‘The  characterization  of  Anti-Christ  in the  Chester  Cycle’.  Reports
on  recent  productions  of medieval plays.

Medieval  English  Theatre,  volume 6, number 2,1984.
Includes  articles:  John McKinnell, ‘Staging the  Digby Mary Magdalen’, David

Taylor, ‘The  tyres  that were  lost’.  Reports  on  recent  productions  of medieval  plays.

Timothy Parry, A Church  for  Bosworth Field.  St.  James’ Dadlington  and
the  Battle  of Bosworth Field.  Written and published for the Parochial
Church Council of the parish church of St.  James' Dadlington,
Leicestershire, 1985. 14 pages.

An  examination  of the  history of the  chantry set up for  those  killed in the
Battle  at  Dadlington!

Records  of Early English  Drama  (newsletter edited by Jo Anna  Dutka),
volume 10, number 1, 1985, page 17.

Note  concerning the  Corporation  of  York's decision  on 27 March  I484  to re-use
and repaint the  canvas originally used in the decorations and procession  they had
arranged  for  Richard  III in September  I483.

Colin Richmond, The Pastons revisited: Marriage and the Family in
Fifteenth-century England, Bulletin  of the  Institute  of Historical Research,
volume  58, number 137, May 1985, pages 25-36.

Attitudes  to  love, courtship and  marriage  in the  Paston Letters.*
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S. H. Rigby, ‘Sore decay’ and ‘fair dwellings’:  Boston  and Urban Decline in the
later Middle  Ages, Midland  History,  volume 10, 1985, pages  48-61.

Traces  the decline of one of the  most successful  of the new  towns  of the Middle  Ages
and the reasons for it. Loss of  population  is the key indication of the  town‘s  decline.
Although  smaller and  ‘decayed’, Boston continued  to be  prosperous in  a  narrower  sphere
and  remained a major regional  centre.  Argues against the sterile  polarisation  of the
urban crisis and  decline  debate.

Joel T. Rosenthal, Aristocratic Widows in Fifteenth-century England, in
Women  and the  Structure  of Society.  Selected Research from the Fifth
Berkshire  Conference  on the History of  Women, edited by Barbara J.
Harris and Jo Ann K. McNamara, Duke Press Policy Studies, Duke
University Press, Durham, N. Carolina  1984, pages 36-47, 259—260.

Considers  about  [60  widows, all difficult to classify both  as  individuals  and as  a
group. Their  wills record  a little  of their preoccupations and  personalities.‘

William Smith, A  register from Reading Abbey, Journal  of the  Society of
Archivists,  volume 7, number 8, October 1985, pages 513-525.

The late  fifteenth, early sixteenth  century Register of  Reading Abbey held  at the
Wiltshire  Record  Office  among the archives of Salisbury diocese. Description  and
abstract  of  contents.

J. A.  Tuck, War and Society in the Medieval North, Northern History,  volume
21, 1985, pages 33-52.

Covers  both  the agrarian  loss  caused by Scottish  raids and the increased  wealth  and
status  that  war  brought  to certain  sections  of the  community and  families such  as the
Percies, as  a  result of  permanent  and enlarged garrisons and  retinues, among other
things.

Roger Virgoe, Sir  John  Risley (1443-1512), Courtier and Councillor,
Norfolk  Archaeology, volume 38, 1981-3, pages  140-148.

Of Norfolk. Esquire of  Body to Edward IV. Fled to Henry Tudor  in  1484
probably because  of  involvement  in de  Vere  originated  plots in East Anglia.  Fought
at  Bosworth.  Active as  diplomatist  and councillor  under Henry VII.‘

THESES

J. Boffey, The manuscript  content  of English courtly love  lyrics 1450-1530.
Ph.D., York, 1983.

H. M. Carey, Astrology and divination in later medieval England. D.Phil.,
Oxford, 1984.

M. Cherry, The crown and the political community in Devonshire  1377-1461.
Ph.D., University College, Swansea, 1981.

N. J. Gray, A  Study of Piers Plowman in relation to the medieval
penitential tradition. Cambridge University Ph.D., 1984.
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Notes  on  Contributors

Rowena  E.  Archer  has recently completed  a D.Phil.  thesis at Oxford on the
Mowbray Dukes of Norfolk up to  1432.  Currently researching the later
Mowbray Dukes.

P. W.  Hammond.  Research Officer of the Society.

Rosemary E.  Horrox.  Co-editor of the Society’s edition of BL.
Harleian  MS.  433.

Livia  Visser-Fuchs.  A  member since  1977.  Currently working on the
short version of the  Arrival].

Barrie Williams  is  Teacher  and Chaplain at St. Hilda’s  School, Whitby.
Author of The  Bishop's  Subscription  Book, The  Franciscan Revival  and
Archbishop John  Williams.

Contributions  to the  Ricardian

These  are welcomed on any subject relevant  to the aims of the Society.  These  may be
illustrated  by photographs  (glossy prints showing good  contrast) or by line drawings.
All  contributions, including letters, must  be  typewritten, with  double  spacing and
adequate  margins, on one side of the paper  only.  Permission  must  be  obtained  for the
use of  copyright  material, but  this  is not  usually necessary for  short  quotes. References
and  footnotes must  be  given  in one sequence at the end of the  article.  Details need not
be  given  in  full  for  second  and  subsequent  references to the same  source. They must
take  a  form similar  to the  following examples:
R.  Horrox  and P. W.  Hammond  (eds.), British Library Manuscript  433 (4 vols.
Upminster  and  London l979-83), vol.  I, pp.45-6.

Daniel  Williams, The hastily drawn  up will  of  William  Catesby Esquire, 25  August
I485, Leicestershire  Archaeological  and  Historical Society Transactions, vol.  51  (1975-6),
p.48.

Anyone  interested  in  taking display advertisement space—full, half  or  quarter
page—or  in  placing an  insert  should  contact  the  Editor.  (Classified advertisements

'  should  be sent to the  Editor  of the Bulletin).
Contributions  for the  September  1986  Ricardian  must  reach  Anne Sutton, 17 Enfield

Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London  N1  6LD, by June  30. Articles  should  be  sent well  in
advance.
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RICHARD 111 AND YORKIST HISTORY TRUST
To be published at the end of July

The Crowland Chronical Continuations: 1459-1486
Edited Nicholas  Pronay and John Cox

The  second  and  third  continuations, in  parallel Latin  and English texts, with
an  introduction discussing the  authorship of the  second continuation, its  date

of  composition  and  historiography.

210  pages. Illustrated.

Special price  to  Members  of the  Richard  111  Society £15, including p&p,
from  Miss  A. Smith, 14 Lincoln Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2  6TJ.

Cheques to be  payable  to  Richard  111  Society. —
£25, including p&p to  Non-Members, from Alan  Sutton Publishing Ltd.,
30 Brunswick Road, Gloucester  GL1  lHG. Cheques  to be payable to
Alan  Sutton  Publishing Ltd.

Richard III: Loyalfy, Lordship and Law
Edited:  P. W.  Hammond

Papers  of the  second Richard  111  Society Symposium, April  1984, with
introduction.

Anne  Crawford:  The  Private  Life  of  John Howard.  A  Study of a  Yorkist  Lord,
his  Family and  Household.

Michael  K.  Jones:  Richard III and  Lady Margaret  Beaufort: A  Re-assessment.

Keith Dockray: Richard  III and the  Yorkist  Gentry, c. l47l_- 'l485.

Anne F  Sutton: ‘A  Curious Searcher  for our Weal  Public‘:  Richard  III. Piely,
Chivalry, and the Concept of the  Good  Prince.

R. H.  Helmholz:  The  Sons  of  Edward W:  A  Canonical  Assessment  of the
Claims  that they were  Illegitimate.

P. W.  Hammond  and W. J. White: The  Sons  of  Edward W:  A Rte-examination
of the  Evidence  on their Deaths and on the  Bones  in Westminster  Abbey.

Norman  Macdougall:  Richard  Ill and  James Ill: Contemporary Monarchs,
Parallel  Mythologies.

Colin Richmond:  [485  and All  That,  or  what  was going on at thé  Battle  of
Boswonh?

I90  pages.

Special price to  Members  of  Richard  III Society £10, including p&p.
Price  to  Non-Members  £l5, including p&p. Details  of  addresses  as

above.


